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Discussion Questions & Answers/ Kilowatt Ours  
 

 
Q: Where does electricity come from? 
 
A: In the United states approximately 52% of the electricity consumed (used) is produced 
from coal and 20% is from Nuclear less than 5% is clean energy such as solar and wind 
power.  
 
 
Q: Why do you think the energy issue is important NOW? How does it affect you?  
 
A:  the problems related to energy production are having increasingly negative impact. 
Some related problems are air and water pollution; limited energy supply; rising energy 
costs; global climate change; destruction of mountains, forest stream and wildlife; toxic 
waste; human heath problems such as asthma, mercy contamination, and higher cancer 
rates; rising consumption. 
 
B. The more we consume, the more we need to produce, and the more we will feel the 
impacts. We are all affected directly or indirectly, by all of these consequences. HOW?  
 
 
 
Q: Why do Americans today use so much electricity? 
 
A:  One main reason is that Americans have so many more electrical appliances and 
devices, such as lotion warmers, TVs, and air conditioners than they did the past. Other 
reasons include our inefficient buildings and population increases.  
 
 


